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Legislation Affecting the Shrimp Industry 

 

HB 401 – Gisclair - Provides relative to the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's powers to manage 

and control the taking of shrimp including bait shrimp.  Gives the WLF Commission authority to set net 

mesh size for shrimp harvest during special and extended seasons, and no longer requires mandatory 

opening of Zone 2 by 3rd weekend in May.  Allows for the Commission to establish rules and regulations 

to include a designation of approved areas and times of operation under the bait dealers permit, sale, 

and transfer of live bait on the water to other vessels, year-round application for bait dealers permit, 

and use of Vessel Monitoring Systems operating under this permit.  Amends 56:497 

HB 216 – Harrison – Authorizes the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to issue certain commercial 

fishing licenses via the Internet.  Authorizes the Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries to promulgate rules 

authorizing purchase of commercial fish licenses via the Internet. A license may be issued to the person 

who held that same license in the immediately preceding license year. Requires the rules to designate 

which licenses are available for Internet purchase. Authorizes the imposition of a fee not to exceed $2 

per license for use of the Internet application system, with such fee dedicated to the costs necessary to 

develop and operate the Internet system. Provides that such fee shall be in addition to any transaction 

fee imposed by a contractor that has been hired by the department to operate the system. 

 

HB 478 – Gisclair – Expands boundaries of state water bottoms in Caminada Pass near Grand Isle 

currently set aside for a demonstration project for off-bottom oyster culture from 5 acres to 15 acres. 

 

HB 596 – Rep. St. Germain/Sen. Ward – Creates the Towed and Stored Vessel Act.  Creates a 

privilege on a towed and stored vessel for towing and storage fees and for costs of selling the vessel. 

 

HB 881 – Harrison – Creates the Shrimp Promotion and Marketing Board.  Creates the Shrimp 

Promotion and Marketing Board in the office of fisheries of LDWF composed of 8 members appointed by 

the Governor.  2 from a list of 3 names supplied by the American Shrimp Processors Association, 2 from 

a list of 3 names supplied by the Louisiana Shrimp Assoc., 2 members representing the harvester sector 

of the industry from a list of 3 names provided by shrimp organizations active in the state, and 2 

members from a list of 3 names submitted by the La. Restaurant Association. Removes the funding and 

representation of the shrimp industry from the Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board.  

Allows for funding and powers for the Shrimp Promotion and Marketing Board. 

 

HB 884 – Connick – Enacts the Jefferson Parish Seafood Disclosure Law.  Creates an optional seafood 

marketing program known as the Jefferson Parish Seafood Disclosure Law, which will allow for the use 

of certain certification marks in Jefferson Parish restaurants. 


